
Friday evening, November 18, 2011 was 

heavy with promise. After months of 

planning and weeks of building beautiful 

gift baskets, the day arrivedðAAHSôs 

Fall Basket Fundraiser. Once the school 

buses left Allied for the day, two dozen 

volunteers, both students and parents, 

descended on the lobby and cafeteria to 

create the scene for the eveningôs event. 

In a blink of an eye and three hours, both rooms were transformed into an  

autumn celebration. The lobby displayed a huge beautiful floral arrangement 

surrounded by nearly 200 eye catching gift baskets. Some baskets held theater 

tickets, entertainment certificates, restaurant or shopping gift certificates, 

some jewelry, gift items, or home décor. Each basket was designed and pack-

aged with style and flair. Especially valuable prizes to be won were a large 

screen television, a week stay in St. Maarten, and a piece of jewelry worth 

nearly $2,400. 

 

The cafeteria, meanwhile, was redesigned to accommodate the eveningôs 

event. With a luscious dessert buffet, tables were readied for the festivities. 

Student musicians were on hand to entertain guests once they started to claim 

seats for the evening. 

 

Guests started to fill the lobby at 6:00pm. The area buzzed with excitement as 

people chose which gift baskets and raffle items they wanted to win. Student 

volunteers served hot hors dôoeuvres to guests in the lobby. Quickly 8pm  

arrived and the raffle drawing began. People claimed their winnings with  

delight. The community of Allied families, staff and friends enjoyed a festive 

evening of laughs and good spirit. 

 

The money raised at the fall event pays bus costs for class trips for each 

grade. Funds also pay for Educator Grants for our staff members to add  

classroom technology and learning tools. Every Allied student benefits from 

the success of our Fall Basket Fundraiser. 

 

Special thanks go to Dorothy Bloy and her family for opening their home for 

creating and storing the gift baskets. Also thanks to Maria deBarros for craft-

ing the floral displays and packaging the gift baskets. Thanks to Heidi Moran 

for designing the ñLucky Keyò jewelry raffle and the eye catching door 

prizes. Thanks, Judy Alvarez and Anastasia Mika for creating the eveningôs 

booklet. Thank you, Karen Rapolla and Janice Cody for coordinating the  

dessert buffet. Thank you, Rachelle Lucarelli for always being available to 

pick up, drop off, and handle so many details. Thank you, Karen Kronenfeld 

for organizing and selling Allied apparel at our event. Thank you, Caren 

Morse for creating the signs for the evening. Thank you, Lisa Gray for solicit-

ing gift items from local, regional, and national companies. Many thanks to 

the parent and student volunteers. The evening ran so smoothly thanks to you. 

 

Mark your calendars now for the  

November 16, 2012 Fall Basket Fundraiser!  

It is an event not to be missed! 
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